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ness and pain are sown, and thus the alternation of birth
and death goes on without end. Men are no real beings
that wander between birth and death by themselves, nor is
there any ruler that makes them do this, but it is their own
actions that bring about these results. The aggregate
actions of all sentient beings give birth to the varieties of
mountains,rivers, countries, &c. They are caused by aggregate
actions, and so they are called adhipatiphala (aggregate
fruits). As those who are virtuous at heart are never
wicked in their countenance, and as in the countries where
good customs prevail, good omens appear and where
people are wicked, calamities arise, so men's aggregate
actions bring forth their aggregate fruits. By the particular
actions of individuals, each man receives mind and body
corresponding to the causes at work, internal causes of
actions being favoured by external conditions. And as these
good and bad actions yield fruits, not when they are produc-
ed, but at some future time, they are called mpdkafhala
(fruits that ripen at some future time). The period from
birth to death in which the body continues, is the life of
man; and that from formation to destruction in which they
assume similar forms, is the duration of countries, moun-
tains, rivers, etc. The death of sentient beings as well as
the formation and destruction of countries, mountains,
rivers, etc., are endless in their operation. Like the circle
which has no end, they also have neither beginning nor end.
Though, there exist neither real (substantial) men nor real
things, yet effects appear and disappear where actions are
accompanied with conditions, just as the echo follows the
sound; and all things, rough or fine, large or small, come
and go every moment without any fixed forms. Men and
things, therefore, are mere names for durations in which
similar forms continue. Our present life is the reflection of
past actions. Men consider these reflections as their real
selves. Their eyes, noses, ears, tongues, and bodies, as well
as their gardens, woods, farms, residences, servants, and
maids, men imagine to be their own possessions, but in fact
they are but results endlessly produced by innumerable
actions."

The Buddhistic doctrine of karma differs totally from